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tion is no doubt the most perfect of all-classifications,
but there are but few branches of physical science in
which it can be carried out, except very partially. In
the science of language, genealogical classification
must rest chiefly on the formal or grammatical
elements, which, after they have been affected by
phonetic change, can be kept up only by a continuous
tradition. We know that French, Italian, Spanish,
and Portuguese must be derived from a common
source, because they share grammatical forms in
common, which none of these dialects could have
supplied from their own resources, and which have
no meaning, or, so to say, no life in any ono of thorn.
The termination of the imperfect bet in Spanish, va
in Italian, by which canto, I sing, is changed info
cantaba and cantava, has no separate existence, and
no independent meaning in either of these modern
dialects. It could not have been formed with the
materials supplied by Spanish and Italian. It nnisf,
have been handed down from an earlier general inn
in which this ba had a meaning. We trace it back to
Latin bam, in cantabam, and this ba-iii to an inde-
pendent auxiliary verb, the same which exists in
Sanskrit bhavami, and in the Anglo-Saxon 'Im/ni^
I ain. Genealogical classification, therefore, applies
properly only to decaying languages, to languagas in
which grammatical growth has buen arrested, through
the influence of literary cultivation; in which litllo
that is new is added, everything old is retained HH
long as possible, and where what we call growth or
history is nothing but the progress of phonetic cor-
ruption. But before languages decay, they havo